Brother, 
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Chuck Farrell, and his sisters, Marilyn Webberley and Glenda 


Schuh, recall fun times at thelr family-owned Liberty Theatre. 


ASHES 


Liberty Theatre of Camas gets a new life 
and gets set for reopening in downtown 


Byp ARRAY SHAW 
of Oregonian staff 


lease on life. 


CAMAS.— Glenda Schuh is ex- 
sited. And for good reason. An old 
family friend is about to get a new 


The Liberty Theatre, in Schuh’s 


ations, is ex- 


It will be that way again soon, 
Schuh said. Inside demolition is 
complete, and much of the smoke 
smell has dissipated. 

Downtown merchants are ex- 
cited about the theater reopening, 
said Gail Gregg of the Camas 
Chamber of Commerce. Many mer- 
chants have noticed a lack of down- 
town traffic, especially on week- 
ends, during its closure. 


“It creates foot traffic,” Gregg 


said. “There will be a spinoff (for 
other businesses) when it re- 
opens.” 

The family wants to upgrade the 
theater as much as it can — every- 
thing from the projection equip- 
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Glenda Schuh (hand ralsed) Inspects renovation of the Liberty Theatre with her sister, Marilyn Webberley, and 
brother, Chuck Farrell (right), in Camas. In background Is Paul Smith of Lease Crutcher Lewis of Portland. 
i 


ment to a new stereo sound system 
to air conditioning. 

In addition, more comfortable 
seating will be installed, said: Craig 
Davis of GBD Architects in Port- 
land, in charge of the refurbishing 
effort. t 


“The former seats were old and 
about 16 inches in width,” he said. 
les? — and seat sizes) — 


cans With Disabilities Act. i. 
“There will be handicapped- ~ 
accessible seating as well as rest- ~ 
rooms,” Davis said. 
If there’s enough money 
over, the exterior also may be re- 


SS 


left. W: 


modeled, he said. 

The fire caused an estimated 
$400,000 to $500,000 damage, Schuh 
said. “I doubt if the insurance will 
cover it all.” 

The theater was opened by 
Schuh’s grandfather, C.E. Farrell, 
who helped settle the mill town on 
the Columbia River. 

The theater later was ited 
by Glenn Farrell, Glenda Schuh’s 
father. 

Others outside the Farrell family 
also have operated it. Toni Ness 


over in 1984 and continued the fare 
of family-oriented entertainment. 


boy in the theater and was caught 
by a passer-by. 
Ness and Asher operated the 


business under lease until the fire. 


The two women said at the time 
they hoped to reopen, but were sty- 
mied by lack of capital. 

So the Farrells stepped forward. 
“T believe it’s our generation’s 
turn,” Schuh said. 

The theater has many fond mem- 
ories for the Farrell family. 

“My sister (Marilyn Webberley) 


then have birthday cake.” 
“She hopes today’s generation can 


and I celebrated our birthdays | 
there,” Schuh said. “We'd reserve | 
the balcony, watch a movie and | 


enjoy the theater as much as she | 


and her family did. 


“We are, after all, a can 
movie theater, and we are our fa- | 


ther’s trust,” she said with pride. 


